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Principal’s Blog 
With 1st Quarter Grades, Report Cards, and Parent Teacher Conferences behind us, we are 
now in the two middle quarters of the school year; these may seem less exciting, but they 
are truly the “Learning Workhorse” quarters. We accomplish more learning in Quarters 2 

& 3 because we are neither “just getting started” nor are we “wrapping things up.” It’s 
time to buckle in and buckle down! 

The same is true for teachers and our work on the school curriculum. We are currently 
reviewing curricula from other Archdiocese, states, and school districts. Our plan is to 
find 2-3 existing curricula that would closely meet our needs, and to combine them into a 
working curriculum for SCA to start. Each year we will revise and tweak the SCA 
curriculum to meet our ever-evolving needs.  

This means that our teachers will eventually be working from the curriculum instead of 
from the textbook. As professional educators, they understand how children learn and 
they can create a variety of lessons to help their students learn what is in the curriculum. 
They will continue to use textbooks as resources, but they will utilize many other 
materials as well. 

Our curriculum will continue to be strong and rigorous, demanding the most from our 
students academically. We will elevate our Math curriculum to meet the tough 
requirements of today’s world. Most importantly, our SCA curriculum will maintain our 
strong commitment to Catholic morals and values, so that students from St. Clare of 
Assisi School will go out into the world with both the knowledge and the faith foundation 
they need to be successful in today’s complicated society. 
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Did you know that 

some states have a 

man for their tooth 

fairy?  We’re lucky 

we have a woman, 

she eats the teeth 

you leave for her 

but she gives more 

money... 

Kids Say the Darndest Things 

“building  bridges to repair 

relationships” 

 
This past month Preschool has been busy with fun fall activities and ended it with a float or sink science experiment! 
We predicted what would happen to different objects, tested our predictions and finally recorded our find-
ings. Kindergarten read different versions of "The Three Little Pigs" and did a fun STEM experiment.  They built houses 
out of straws, sticks and blocks that had to withstand the "Big Bad Wolf" blow dryer. First grade read non-fiction stories 
about community.  We discussed the importance of different jobs and how they play a part in our community. We had a 
special guest; Mr. Haefer; come to our classrooms to discuss fire safety and 'a day in the life of a firefighter.'  Second 
grade participated in a cross curriculum unit on pumpkins. Working in cooperative groups they weighed, measured and 
estimated information about pumpkins.  Their STEM lesson had them building ramps and rolling the pumpkins down to 
discover how the height of the ramp affects the speed and distance the pumpkin rolled.  



 
School Board Scoop 

2017-2018 School Board Meeting:                                                                    

Thursday, November 16                                                                             

PTO News   PTO continues to have a lot of exciting events this fall!  The always popular Trunk or 

Treat was again a huge success.  Thank you to everyone who attended and to Mary Beth Plaster for 
chairing! 
 
New for this school year is the Halloween assembly, where the children were entertained by scientists 
from Mad Science after a spooky musical entrance by the 6th graders and their recorders!  The kids all 
received a sweet treat as well! 
 
We are looking forward to the adult Trivia Night on November 18th.  This year’s theme is music and 
many wonderful parents have been working hard to ensure a successful and fun evening! 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  SCA is now available as a charity option on Amazon Smile.  Next time you order from 
Amazon, type smile.amazon.com into the search bar and choose St Clare of Assisi Catholic 
Church.  After you set up SCA as your charity of choice, you will not have to choose it every time.  Each 
time you shop at Amazon, St. Clare will receive a portion of the proceeds from the sale.   

Do you Know?  

This November is jam packed with opportunities for our St. Clare fam-

ily to grow in our faith and love for God.  Third Graders led us in a 

joyful celebration of their favorite Patron Saints!  They will help us to 

remember the blessed lives of the saints who inspire us and help us on 

our journey of faith.  This month also gives us an opportunity to pray 

for our family members who have gone before us and for the holy 

souls that are still in need of our prayers.  We are also going to cele-

brate our grandparents!  What better way than to come together at 

Mass, being nourished by Word and Eucharist, and then spending pre-

cious time together in school.  But wait!  There is more.  Mark your 

calendars for the annual Family Advent Gathering that will take place 

on November 26th.  More details to follow on this blessed event. As we 

reflect on our blessings during this month of  God and as we celebrate 

Thanksgiving with our families, may we be ever grateful that God is 

ever present among us in all that we do, and so we say thank you to 

our Blessed Lord for being the cause of our joy, and the joy that we       

            find in one another.   

  

   Third grade—Preparing for The Parade of 
Saints! 
In science we made models of landforms and 
erosion with sand 
In Social Studies we made Kachina dolls repre-

senting to Hopi Native Americans 

Fourth grade—Social Studies has been work-

ing on building Native American homes found 

in the Southwest. Students worked with their 

groups to create accurate models of the Hopi 

adobe homes, as well as Navajo hogans 

homes. 

Learning Spotlight 

http://smile.amazon.com/


The fifth and sixth graders researched saints 

in honor of All Saints Day.  The fifth grade has 

wrapped up their novel study of Number the 

Stars and did persuasive book reports to dem-

onstrate their learning.  The sixth grade is 

learning about cell division before beginning to 

study heredity and genetics.    

 

Specials Space  In the Library, the 7th and 8th grade students are 

dusting off their research skills by creating a report on one of the sports of 
the 2018 Winter Olympics. They are researching websites, taking notes of 
useful facts and information on their sport, and creating an outline and a 
Works Cited page for their final one-page report. After Thanksgiving, the Jr. 
High students will participate in Mini-Electives for the second half of the 2nd 
Quarter. This is a new addition to the Elective curriculum and I hope the stu-
dents will enjoy it!   Mrs. Gier 
 

ART IS LIFE-LIFE IS ART  Our art projects include the role of artists 

in society…recognizing art as a form of communication and expression and 
identifying elements of art such as line, shape, color, texture and space. Art 
history instruction is also a component of the program. Throughout the ele-
mentary art experience we are exploring different age-appropriate methods 
of becoming artists.  Thank you-Mrs. Hummel-Art Educator 
 

MUSIC NEWS  The 4th grade is well underway rehearsing for the Advent 

Play, “Once Upon A Starry Night”. They are working on memorizing their 
lines and delivering them with confidence and excitement. The 2nd and 3rd 
grades are also busy learning the songs for the play. Be sure to mark your 
calendars for Thursday, December 7. The show will be performed in the af-
ternoon for the entire school, and at 7:00 in the evening for parents and spe-
cial guests.  Ms. McCormick 
 
In Physical Education we have completed our volleyball unit in all grades and 
will now move our focus to soccer and kicking skills.  5th-8th grades will play 
mini soccer tournaments, while Pre-K through 4th grade will work on improv-
ing overall kicking skills with a variety of games that include coordination and 
cooperation.  Mrs. Tischer 
 
It’s time for keyboarding in the Computer lab—The quick brown fox jumps 
over the lazy dog. Students in Grades 4-8 have been typing this sentence to 
practice each letter of the alphabet using the correct keyboarding technique. 
They are using the online Type-to-Learn program from Sunburst. Younger 
students are learning where the letters are on the keyboard with fun activities 
from http://interactivesites.weebly.com/typing.html.    Mrs. Miller 

Junior High Genius  Socktober in the junior high was a 

complete success.  416 pairs of socks will be donated to 

the homeless. Way to go, junior high!  

The eighth grade class took a field trip to Springfield, Il-

linois, on October 27th.  They visited Lincoln's Home, the 

Old State Capitol, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Mu-

seum, and Lincoln's Tomb.  The students had the opportu-

nity to apply knowledge they learned earlier in the year 

when they studied the Civil War.  They also remembered 

the discussions they had in science class with physical and 

chemical changes and how the bust of Lincoln's head 

shows chemical change with visitors rubbing Lincoln's nose 

for good luck.   

 

Mrs. McFarland joined both 6th gr. 

classes for volleyball during PE class 

http://interactivesites.weebly.com/typing.html


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  All Saints 

Day—NO 

School 

2 3              

Parade of 

Saints 2:00 

4 

5   Open 

House at 

High 

Schools 

6  Happy Fun 

Books Pre4-

4th gr.       

Reconciliation 

7 8   Right  

START—

8th gr.    

8:30 –2:30 

9 10   Grand-

parents Day 

Noon      

Dismissal 

11          

Confirma-

tion Study 

Hall 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18   Adult 

Trivia 

19   1st 

Eucharist 

Parent Mtg. 

20 21   All 

School Mass 

22   Thanks-

giving   

Holiday   

NO School 

23    24             

No School 

25 

26   Advent 

Family 

Gathering 

27   School  

Resumes  

28 29 30   
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